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02/20/2024 What's this Winlink thing about?

"Winlink" is radio mail,

available over the Internet,

through a variety of modes on VHF/UHF and HF,

and radio-only through the hybrid network.
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02/20/2024 What modes are available in Winlink?

The main session modes:

● Telnet

KN4LQN

● On HF:
○ ARDOP
○ VARA HF
○ Pactor

● On VHF/UHF:
○ Packet
○ VARA FM



02/20/2024 How does Winlink work?

Winlink operates in two major fashions:

    Winlink
      RMS

Peer-to-Peer
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02/20/2024 What about the Radio-Only Hybrid Network?

Winlink without Internet / central servers
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02/20/2024 How do I use Winlink?

The main website: https://winlink.org
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https://winlink.org


02/20/2024 How do I use Winlink?

Main client:
● Winlink Express

○ "Win" = Windows OS
○ Linux/BSD/OSX via WINE*

Alternate clients:
● Older: Airmail, Sailmail, Paclink
● BPQ application suite (Windows / Linux)
● Pat (Windows / Linux / Mac)
● WoAD (Android)
● RadioMail (iOS)
● Outpost PMM (Windows / WINE)
● APRSLink
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02/20/2024 How do I use Winlink? KN4LQN

Winlink Express client
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Download from winlink.org and install

How do I get Winlink Express? KN4LQN



02/20/2024 How do I get Winlink Express? KN4LQN

Register new account
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User preferences

How do I get Winlink Express? KN4LQN
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Help! KN4LQN
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First session / finish registration

Telnet sessions KN4LQN



02/20/2024 Telnet sessions

Messages transfer through sessions
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Compose, Post to Outbox, run a Session

Send a message KN4LQN



02/20/2024 What about RF?

Use Maps to find local RMS gateways
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N4POW-10

KN4LQN-10

W4IIA-10

N4VEM



02/20/2024 What about RF?

Radio interfaces:
● USB
● Serial
● Bluetooth
● Mini-din
● Internal TNC
● Home-made PTT

Sound interfaces:
● Internal Soundcard
● Speaker / Mic
● Signalink
● Digirig
● Master DRA
● Rigblaster
● Mobilinkd
● Packet controller

KN4LQN



02/20/2024 Packet sessions

VHF/UHF - Packet / AX.25
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02/20/2024 Packet sessions
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SoundModem - Software Packet TNC - http://uz7.ho.ua/packetradio.htm

Packet sessions KN4LQN

http://uz7.ho.ua/packetradio.htm
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VHF/UHF - VARA FM - https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/

VARA FM sessions KN4LQN

https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/


02/20/2024 VARA FM sessions

VARA FM TNC
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02/20/2024 VARA FM sessions

TNC Setup
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TNC Soundcard settings

VARA FM sessions KN4LQN
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TNC Soundcard settings

VARA FM sessions KN4LQN
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HF - ARDOP

ARDOP sessions KN4LQN



02/20/2024 ARDOP sessions

TNC settings
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02/20/2024 ARDOP sessions

Radio Setup
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HF - VARA HF - https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/

VARA HF sessions KN4LQN

https://rosmodem.wordpress.com/


02/20/2024 VARA HF sessions KN4LQN
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TNC settings

VARA HF sessions KN4LQN
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TNC settings

VARA HF sessions KN4LQN
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Setup

VARA HF sessions KN4LQN



02/20/2024 Channel Selection KN4LQN
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02/20/2024 Templates
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

https://winlinkwednesday.net
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Greg Butler, KW6GB
Founded August 2016

David Elkins, KN4LQN
Primary NCS October 2021

https://winlinkwednesday.net


02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

● Weekly digital net
● RMS and P2P modes
● Started in August 2016
● In continuous operation 7 ½ years

Purpose:

● Encourage regular Winlink use
● Expand operator skill
● Practice, practice, practice
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

https://winlinkwednesday.net
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https://winlinkwednesday.net


02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

"All About" - detailed instructions
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

 Net operations
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Participation

● Total Msgs:
123,970+

● Participants:
2,350+

● US States:
50 + 4

● Countries:
40
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Weekly Records:

● Total messages:
935 (2/14/2024)

● Unique Participants:
705 (1/31/2024)

● Virginia Participants:
181 (3/8/2023)

What is Winlink Wednesday? KN4LQN



02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

http://winlinkwednesday.net/reminder.html

Standard single-line check-in:

KW6GB, Greg, Front Royal, Warren, VA (HF)

1st Wed: optional weather snapshot

3rd Wed: ICS 213 form & attachment
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http://winlinkwednesday.net/reminder.html


02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

Standard check-in
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

ICS 213 
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

Reminders & Results

● Webpage
● Winlink
● Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/VirginiaEmComm/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/VirginiaEmComm/


02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

Roster
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

Winlink Wednesday Century Club (WWCC)
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100-weeks: 280

200-weeks:   80

300-weeks:   29



02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

Operating a VHF Subnet or RMS Gateway
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02/20/2024 What is Winlink Wednesday?

Contact me with any questions about Winlink
or the Winlink Wednesday Net:

David Elkins
KN4LQN
kn4lqn@arrl.net
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